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Beg leave to recite an Act, made 
Ain the eighth Year of the Reign 
of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE 
the Second, by the Grace of 
SL God; King of Great-Britain, 
France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, &c. „ 
Whereas by an Act of Parliament, made 
in the Twenty eighth Lear of the Reign of 
King Edward the firſt, made, amongſt other 
Things, for the aſſaying, touching, and mark- 
ing Veſſels of Gold, it was ordained, That no 
_ Goldſmith within the King's Dominions, ſhould 
thenceforth make any Veſſel, Jewel, or other 
Thing of Gold or Silver, but of true Allay, 
Vvidelicet, Gold not worſe than the Touch of 
75 B Paris; 
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| Paris; and Silver of the Sterling Allay, or bet- 
ter; and that no Silver Veſſel ſhould depart out 
of the Worker's Hands, till aflayed by the War- 
dens of the Craft, and marked with the Leo- 
pard's Head; and that the Wardens ſhould go 
from Shop to Shop amongſt the Goldſmiths, 
to aſſay if their Gold was of the Touch afore- 


ſaid, and if it was not, the ſame ſhould be 
forfeited; and that all the good Towns of Eu- 


gland, where Goldſmiths were, ſhould be or- 


dered by that Statute, as well as thoſei n London; 
and that one (for the reſt) from each Town 
ſhould come to London, to be aſcertained of the 


Touch ; and if any Perſon thould offend againſt 


that Statute, he ſhould be puniſhed by Impri- 
ſonment, and Ranſom at the King's Pleaſure: 
And whereas by another Act of Parliament 


made in the Second Year of the Reign of King 
Henry the Sixth, concerning the Fineneſs 
of Silver, and the Marks with which it 


ſhould be marked, it was, amongſt other Things, 
ordained and eſtabliſhed, That no Goldſmith, 
nor Worker of Silver, within the City of Ton- 


don, ſhould fell any Workmanſhip of Silver, 


unleſs it ſhould be Fine as Sterling, except *Þe 
| fame ſhould need Soder in the making, nor 


until the ſame ſhould be touched with the 


Touch of the Leopara's Head, if it might 
bear the ſame, and alſo with the Workman's 
Mark, on Pain to forfeit double the Value; and 


that the Workman's Mark ſhould be mace 


known to the Wardens of the ſame Craft: 
And whereas by Aer Act of Parliament 


| made 


<< 


1 


made in the Eighteenth Yew of the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, intituled, An Act for Re- 
for mation of Abuſes in Goldſmiths, it was 
enacted, That after the Twentieth of April 
then next, no Goldſmith ſhould work, ſell, or 
exchange, or cauſe to be wrought, ſold, or 
exchanged, any Plate, or Goldſmiths Ware, of 
Gold, leſs in Fineneſs then Twenty-two Carracts, 
nor with more than neceſſary Soder; nor ſhould 
make, ſell, or exchange any Plate or Gold- 
ſmiths Wares of Silver, leſs in Fineneſs than 
Eleven Ounces Two-penny Weight; nor put to 
ſale, exchange, or ſell any Plate or Goldimiths 
: Work of Silver, before he ſhould have ſet his 
_ own Mark thereto, if it might bear the ſame, 
upon Pain to forfeit the Value of the Thing 10 
ſold or exchanged: And whereas by another 
Act of Parliament made in the Twelfth Year 
of the Reign of his late Majeſty King William 
the Third, intituled, An Act for appointing 
Wardens and Aſay-maſeers for aſſaying wrought 
Plate in the Cities of York, Exeter, Briſtol, 
Cheſter, and Norwich, it was, amongſt other 
Things, enacted, That the Goldſmiths, Silver- 
ſmiths, and Plate- workers, who then were, or 
ſhould be free of, and inhabiting in any of thoſe 
Cities, and having lerved Apprenticeſhips there- 
to, ſhould be, and were thereby reſpectively in- 
5 corporated a Company of and belonging to ſuch 
City, and ſhould be called and known by the 
Name of the Company of Go/d/miths of ſuch 
City reſpectively, and were thereby authorized 
to elect 1 Wardens yearly, and to elect an 
B 2 Aſſayer 


4 
Aſſayer in each of the ſaid Cities; and that it 
ſhould be-lawful for ſuch Aſſayer to detain eight 


Grains from every Pound Troy of Silver he 


ſhould aſſay; and that ſuch Aſſayer ſhould be 
paid towards his Charge and Trouble in the aſ- 
laying the Plate of Perſons inhabiting any Town 
or Place where no Aſſayer was, or ſhould be 


appointed, a Sum, not exceeding Six-pence in 


every Pound Troy; and the Goldſmiths of the 


Town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne have, by an Act 


paſſed in the Firſt Year of the Reign of her 
late Majeſty Queen Anne, been incorporated 
with the like Powers : And whereas the War- 


dens and Commonalty of the Myſtery of Gold- 


miths of the City of London are, and have been 
a Guild or Corporation Time out of Mind, 
with divers Privileges, confirmed and enlarged 


from time to time by ſeveral Charters from his 


Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, Kings and Queens 
of this Realm (amongſt other Things) for the 
ſearching, aſſaying, ſuperviſing, marking, and 
regulating Wrought Plate, in order to aſcertain. 
the Standard thereof, for the Good and Safety 
of the Publick : And whereas his late Majeſty 
King Charles the Second, by his Letters Patent, 
under his Great Seal of England, bearing Date 
the Fourth Day of Fanuary, in the Eighteenth 
Year of his Reign, reciting, That the Wardens 


of the ſaid Company, in puniſhing Defaults in 


the ſaid Trade, had been at great Charges, and 


at the Peril of their Bodies, as well as the Loſs 


of their Goods, fo that the Wardens then late, 
on account of the Menaces and Affaults from 
the 
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7 the Workers, could not put into Execution the 
Authorities given to them by fermer Charters, 
and many Frauds had been committed; there- 
fore his ſaid Majeſty King Charles the Second, 
by his ſaid Letters Patent, impowered the Wardens 
of the ſaid Company of Goldſmiths of London, 
and their Succeſſors, to commit Offenders to 
Priſon, and to ſet Fines upon them, and to 


ſeiꝛe and break deceitful Wares. And whereas 


the Standards of the Plate of this Kingdom 
are both for the Honour and Riches of the 
Realm, and ſo highly concern His Majeſty's 
Subjects, that the ſame ought to be molt care- 
2 fully obſerved, and all Deceits therein to be 
prevented, as much as poſſible ; but notwith- 
> ſtanding the aforeſaid ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment and Charters, great Frauds are daily com- 
> mitted in the manufacturing of Gold and Sil- 
ver Wares, for want of ſufficient Power effectu- 
ally to prevent the ſame. 
Can any Gainſayers ſhew a Way to make an 
£2 impure Metal look as well as the Pure; and 
doth the French make purer Metal than England, 
for their Gold and Silver Lace Manufactory. 
> Then it is impoſſible for ours to hold its Co- 
lour as well as theirs, and our only Way is to 
make ours of the ſame F ineneſs, except we are 
for deſtroying ſuch beautiful Manufactories as 
the Brocades, Embroidery, Lace, and Gold and 
Silver Ribbon, and make a hundred thouſand 
People poor and diſtreſſed, to make ten rich. 
I hope in God, that thefe Lines will fall in- 
to dhe Hands of a great many good Patriots, 
who 
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who will exert their Power for the general Good 


of this Kingdom. 


I muſt beg leave to aſſert ſomething in De- 


tence of Truth and myſelf, About twenty 


_ Years ago, I got a violent Sprain of my right 4 


Leg, which took me off divers Parts of my 


Work, as a Gold and Silver Wire-drawer ; 1 


then at leaſure Times applied myſelf to ſtudy 


in various Things in Metal, particularly in re- 


fining of Steel to make Mills, for the flatting 


of Gold and Silver Wire, for the making of 
Lace; and I had more Time upon the Death 


of the late Queen Caroline, in which Year I 
finiſhed my Work, which was greatly wanted 
by ſeveral Flatters: Others that did not want at 
that Time was very angry, becauſe I helped 
them that did; and whatever our Lace-men 
may think in London, I was told at Amſterdam, 
by Mr. Chatalan, a Lace-man, near the Stadt- 
houſe, that his Father and he had laid out above 
three thouſand Pounds in Mills, for flatting of 
Gold and Silver-wire; and they found the 
forged Mills made at Leipſic, in Saxony, the 


beſt they ever had. This Gentleman's Father 4 


was a French Refugee, and this Son, a Man 


of fifty Years of Age, and an Elder of the _ 
French Church there, and a Gentleman in great 


Trade (he alſo told me the late Lord Carteret, 
when Embaſſador there, confeſſed, that they 
made a better coloured Lace than the Eugliſh; 
and added, that he could fend ten thouſand 
Pounds worth, and {ell it in fix Weeks, was 
jt not prohibited in England.) The forging 
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breaks the heterogenous Parts, and makes com- 


mon Steel more condence ; and of Conſequence 


throws up a brighter Colour upon the Plate at 
the firſt; but let us flat in what Mills we 
pleaſe, will they give a laſting Colour to an 


1 adulterated Body of Metal? I anſwer no, they 


will not, for if it is pure Gold on the out-fide, 
the Brightneſs will go off, and the true Colour 
of Gold, namely, a Yellow, be upon the Sur- 


face. The Mill likewiſe gives a Brightneſs to the 


Silver; but will not a Redneſs or a Blueneſs 
come when the Brightneſs is off, according to 
the Copper or Lead, which corrupts the Silver. 
This is ſufficent to convince any Perſon that 
has a true Idea of Gold and Silver, But 
nothing is ſufficient to overcome a corrupt- 
able Mind. After I have melted my forged 
Steel, I make uſe of chymical and natural 
Things, which ſtill produce a greater Conden- 
fity and Toughneſs: Pleaſe to obſerve that I 
was obliged to find Matter to make my own 
Bricks and Pots off; for I could get none to 
ſtand my exceeding ſtrong Furnace, for I had 
tried all Sorts to no Effect; as alſo, that in ſome 
Operations I made upon Iron ore, I turned it 
into Steel at once. In others I deſtroyed all the 
ron, and got little Particles of Gold, about the 
Bigneſs of Pins-heads, I might make mention 
of various other Diſcoveries, to let the World 
ſee I am not that ignorant filly Fellow ſome 
wicked People would inſinuate; whoſe Selfiſhneſs 
is more hateful then a Toad or a Snake, as a cer- 
tain Philoſopher ſaith, for great Good may be 

got 
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got from the above two Animals, but none 
from Lyars. I cannot forbear making ſuch Re- 
marks on ſuch undeſirable Men, deſtitute of 
the Love of God, and their Neighbour; and as 
acceſſary to the ſtarving Multitudes of Families, 
and building up of our moſt inveterate Ene mies 
in Trade, the French. FF 


I ſhall now make ſotne Remarks of ſeveral 
Peoples paſt Judgment and Confeſſion, and if 
any have acted contrary, I hope all Gentlemen 
will take particular Notice. Surely all Lace- 
men would be glad to have good coloured 
Goods, that no Nation might outdo them. 

I ſhall begin with Mr. Hogier, a large Bro- 
cade Weaver, who ſent Mr. Virtue Hughes 
and Mr. Shaw for me, two Weavers in Spital- 

elds : Accordingly I went, he told me he dealt 
largely Abroad in rich brocaded Gold and Silver ; 
and when he ſent a Parcel, the next Letters 
generally complained of the Colour of the 
Gold and Silver Plate in them, for not holding; 
he told me the above two Weavers had in- 
formed him, that I knew the Reaſon, which I 
told him, and through me he can now have as 
good a Colour as any Nation ; nay, the ſame 
Gentleman ſaid, he would lay out a thouſand 
Pounds to obtain it; he lives in Spital. Mfuare, 
near Biſhopſgate-ſtreet. 

About fourteen Years ago, a Gentleman, 
within half a Mile of Durham-yard, for whom 
J w:rked at drawing Gold and Silver, come 
from Ru, and told me, with A good deal 

of 
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Concern, that we had no chance with the 
French; for that they far exceeded us in the 
Colour of their Lace: Upon which I told 
him I would refine a fmall Parcel, to let him 
ſce it was poſſible for the Engliſh to do it as 
well as the French; and I refined, drew, and 
flatted ten Ounces of fourteen-penny Silver ; 


and carried it to him one Evening, and went 


about two Days after to him ; he compared 
before my Face ſeveral Parcels of filver Plate; 


and told me, he muſt give me my juſt Praiſe, 


for that I had not only beat the Engli/h, but 
the French alſo, 

Some time after this a Lace-man, within 
half a Mile of Sf. Martin's Court in the Strand, 
to which Shop I worked upwards of twenty 
Years, told me that our Refiners would not, or 
could not, make our Gold and Silver as the 
French, and that the Engliſh Trade would be 
good for nothing, and he had heard I had 

made ſome Silver, that was very good, for ano- 
ther Laceman, and deſired I would do ſome 
for their Shop; which with Reluctance I took 
upon me, not having a Bar; however, I went 
and bought of a Banker in Lombard- ſtreef, 
betwixt three and four Pounds Weight of Pieces 
of Eight, which I refined and poured off into an 
Ingate, which I had for refined Steel; which 
Piece I ſhewed to him and he ſaid he be- 
lieved it would do. I would have entered it 
at the Exciſe-office, and barred it at the Cop- 
per Barrs ; but they were afraid to let me, leſt 

their Bacr ſhould be locked up by the Surveyor, 
C an 
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and they hindered in their Buſineſs, I alſo went 
to the Treaſury, and the Servants told me it 
would coft me a good deal of Money to peti- 
tion the Board ; ſo I would not go further, but 
ſold my Silver to loſs. 
In the year Forty-one, when our Act was 
made and ſettled, that we ſhould have genuine 
old Leaf laid upon aur Silver as the French 
— a Perſon near Sf, Martin's Court, alked 
me if it was not as good as the double Rich; to 
which I anſwered, I was ſure it was as good 
as the ſingle Rich, Now Gentlemen, this 
was our ordinary, according to the late Act, 
which was now become ſo good. In about 
three Months I gave Notice to a Gentleman, 
that a Perſon was not making his Wire agree- 
able to the Act; to which he ſaid, how did 1 
know that? I anſwered by Fire, for I was 
obliged to neal up my Wire for Spangles ſo hot, 
that had I not popt it into Water, it would 
have changed as black as my Hat, being the 
leaf Gold was corrupted with Copper, which 
the late Parliament-Wire would not do, Any 
Gentleman may prove this at the Gold-beaters, 
having the pure Leaf, and the corrupted heated 
red hot, and no more, and then let it cool, 
there he will ſee it on the Surface, 
The Gentleman told me he was glad I knew 
it, and deſired two more Gentlemen to ſpeak 
to the Refiner about it, and deſired I gn 
give him Notice whenever I found it fo; 
cording to the Gentleman's Order, — 55 1 | 
made angles 1 gaye him Notice of every 
Parcel 
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Parcel I received; then for ſome Time they 
ave me no more Gold, but only Silver, and 
ave the Gold to other Workmen, which after 
ſome Time I found out. One Day 1 met a 
a Perſon by Exeter Change, who was always 
my Friend, and whom I ſhould ſerve as ſoon 
as any one; how he ſtands in this Affair now 
I know not, but he at that Time declared he 
liked the Parliament Gold. far beyond what 
the Gentlemen choſe ; but he ſaid they were 
two to one, and therefore he could not with- 
ſtand both. I took my Opportunity, and 
ſpoke to the Gentleman again for the Gold as 
I uſed to have, when he told me, that after 
I had worked for the Shop for twenty Years, 
I was become a Fool, other People conld do it. 
I told him I would be hanged if there was not 
Copper in the Leaf Gold; he then fell to ſcoff- 
ing and laughing at me, and faid I ſhould die 
like a Fool; on which I plainly ſaw the De- 
ceit, and beat my Hand upon his Counter, and 
faid I would be d—n—d if I could not prove 
that before the King, Lords, and Commons, 
and went out of the Shop greatly vexed to meet 

with ſuch Prevarications. 2” | 
The next Time I went to the Shop to carry 
ſome Silver home, I received Orders for other 
Sizes in Silver, and was going out of the Shop, 
and a Perſon faid, Stay, I will give you an Or- 
der for a Piece of Gold, which is about eighteen 
Pounds Weight ;* which was as before the Act, 
and they never aſked me any more about the 
Gold, till I had carried my Petition into the 
| C 2 Treaſury, 
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Treaſury, and it was likely to ſucceed; then a 
Gentleman aſked me if there was any Body of 
Men joined in the Petition, and ſaid, Let who 
would be the Author of it, it would be well 
for England whenever it was done: This was 
not long before the Perſon's Death. 

When a Gentleman and Company ſet up re- 
fining in Alderſgate-ſtreet, they for ſeveral 
Months put fine Leaf Gold upon their Silver, 
agreeable to the late Act, which was quite dif- 
ferent Colour to the other Refiners, and richer : 
I mean the ordinary, but they alſo left the Act 
for ſome Shops of which I told the Gentleman, 
upon which he ſaid ſome of the Shops would 
have it fo; but when all the Town thought it 
would be {ſettled agreeable to the French, then 
a Perſon came to myHouſe, and faid, in a great 
deal of Anger, I had ſet the whole Town on 
Fire, and it would never be laid. I faid, 1 
hoped it would not, till it was ſettled we ſhould 
have as fine a Body of Metal as the French; 
and I thought it moſt reaſonable, and that it 

would be the only Way to prevent illicit Tra- 
ders, which muſt in Time be the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Trade. 

A little above two Years ago, our Com- 
pany was greatly alarmed by Reaſon of much 
toreign Lace being brought over ; and was 
for giving ſome Guineas to a certain Perſon, 
to take our Part to bring illicit Traders to Juſ- 
| tice. Upon which J adviſed the Company to 
| petition the Treaſury to burn all foreign Lace, 
| when a Lace-man ſaid, they would never do it, 
and 


— —_ : 
and I could not perſwade them to do ſo. I tol 

them ſome of my Relations livedwith ſome of 
the Legiſlature, and I had often had the Op- 


: portunity of ſeeing a great many of them, who 
looked like ſagacious ſolid Gentlemen, and if 
we went with Truth in our Mouths and Hearts, 
I thought we had no Reaſon to fear being 
righted, and as they would not, I faid, © I 


« would do my Endeavour to do it myſelf.” 
Accordingly I drew up my Petition myſelf, 


being acquainted with our Ailment, which I 
think upon the whole I make it plainly appear, 


as allo do they who are privily, and ſo diſ- 


Hhuoondurably impoſing upon ſome. In ſhort, 
there is or there is not, but themſelves ſay there 
js a great deal of Difference between foreign 
Lace and ours for Colour. Why then do not 


they diſplay the Cauſe of it? I am ſure there 
is a good deal of Difference within this twelve 


Months, this is obvious to all, in our Lace for 


the better. 
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The Honourable Mr. Veſt can witneſs what 
I fay, when I firſt preſented my Petition, and 
the Right Honourable the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury granted me Reference the ſame Day, 


for burning foreign Lace, and to the Exciſe 


Office for regulating of our Gold and Silver, 
than which the Legiſlature could help our 'Trade 
no further at that Time. " "08 
In a very little Time after I had preſented 
my Petition, I told a Gentleman near Charing- 
Croſs what was done; with that he lift up his 
Hands and Eyes, and faid, that God always 
: | ſooner 
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fooner of later brought Things to paſs for the 
common good, that the Refiners had had a | 


fine Time of getting Money, that himſelf, his 
Partner and People, had gone to the adjacent 
Parts of the Town, with Stilver-lace eſpecially, 


and ſhewed them to the Ladies, when they 


would ſay they would ſhew them ſome French. 


| lace half wore out that was a better Colour; 


of which he ſaid he was greatly aſhamed, but 


now hoped he ſhould fe it otherwiſe. 


Some Time after, as I came from Chelſea, I 
ſee two Gentlemen, and one of them overtook me 


in the Fields, and I came along the Mall m 


St. Fames's-Park with him, at which time he 


told me FT little thought who had been at 
their Shop; but our Affair would be ſettled by 


the Parliament, but it would be four or five 
Years firſt, and he hoped J had given an Ac- 
count into the Treaſury, what would do, leſt 
J ſhould die; and added; that all Men muſt 
allow I had been a very uſeful Member of the 
Wire-drawers Company. 

A Laceman in Eondint the laſt Year, has 


under-ſold all the reſt, three Pence or four 


Pence per Ounce, which is apprehended 


by others to be in ſome underhand Way, and 
that the Wire muſt be of a coarſer Body. 
Now if one good common standard was fixed, 


that all muſt have equally fine, it muſt of con- 
ſequence be better for the whole Community, 
as well as for the Honour of the Nation, and 


for Perſons of Quality, to have what further 


Quantity of Gold ſhall be thought proper”; bur 


to 
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he t know what Quality and what Quantity is 
2 'F abſolutely neceſſary, and which has never been 
ais 7 looked into hitherto; and I am amaz d to lee 
Nt how any can be againſt fo plain a Truth to all 
y, Z honeſt Workmen, Solomon ſays, © The Love of 
7 « Money is the Root of all Evil;” but now we 
- Þ muſt do things contrary to Nature, and that are 
"3 Þ impoſſible; for what? to amuſe and divert the 
ut 2 Legiſlature from fixing ſo ſalutary a Work for 
the Good of the whole Nation. — 

I 3 Ht has been lately brought over from France 
We by a certain Perſon, that the French uſe no 
mn Fire to neal their Wire, but that they flat 
& without nealing: And we have had a French 
Wire-drawer, who was uſed to lay on the Gold- 
leaf upon the Silver in France, as well as draw, 
and he laid on the Gold-leaf at two Refiners 
Y here, and by Leave of the Company he drawed 
the Wire at my Houſe, and pretended he could 
flat it without nealing, but could not in our 
> Mills that came from Lyons, nor in one he ſent 
for from his Mother in Paris, who follows the 
9 L—Luace- trade there. Their uſual Way is to make 
t = their Silver for their gilt Wire to hold eleven 
1 = Ounces, fourteen or fifteen Penny- weight upon 
Y the Pound of fine Silver. Now we find upon 
Practice, that Silver of that Fineneſs will bear 
„the Fire, and the nealing do it no Harm; but 
* > if we lay our Gold- leaf upon a finer Body of 


Silver, it will not bear the Fire; for Silver being 
{ooner melted than Copper, the Silver being 
| made too hot, will let the Gold-leaf into it. 


The Copper being a good deal harder to melt, 
will 


(16) 
will not be made ſo hot in nealing, and yet 
carry a ſufficient Heat to the Gold-leat to prevent 
its gilding in flatting. I have ſaid the more to 


make this obvious to all, becauſe our Lace-men 
ſtick here, and they have been uſed to a Red 


and not a rich Yellow; for I have ſaid before, 


and 'tis true, The Brightneſs of Steel-mills 

** throw on a Lightneſs upon the Gold- plate, 
« but when that Brightneſs 1 is oft, Gold turns to 
« a genyine Colour.“ 


The laſt Year I was threatned aka a Set of 1 


People having laid Rods for me in Urine, To 


which I ſent Word, that the Parliament was 
capable of making Salts that would corode more 


than the Salts of Urine ; which Meſſage cauſed 
me to go down on my Knees to his Majeſty, to 


beg he would give his Royal Order to forward G 


| ſuch an Act for the Good of his People; and 
now I am threatned to be arreſted, for that they 
have got Things in Black and White againſt me; 
but theſe Things do not move me, except it 
is to ſhew their Good-will to England, and alſo 
to myſelf, for almoſt twenty Years unwearied 
Diligence in preventing the French, and other 
Nations, as far as I could, from ſtarving our own 
People. Did not I alone get the burning of 
Foreign Lace put in Execution? And|[ have now 
ſhewed the only Way to deſtroy illicit Traders, 
by making 2s good as other Nations. Why 
then am I to be thus diſhonourably uſed? Have 
I ſaid what is not plainly proved? And can any 
Gainſayers prove before the Legiſlature to the 
contrary ? I challenge them todo ſo; and I have 
ſhewed 
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ſhewed a Way to prove the Truth of what I fay 


to all who will give themſelves the Trouble. 


Shall the Gold and Silver-plate Act be put 


in n F orce for five hundred Vears paſt, in which 


great Frauds have been committed, and even the 
Pevyterers have a Power to go and cut bad 
Pewter in Pieces, and the Sadlers Company to 
cut bad Saddles; and ſhall four of as rich 


Manufactories as any whatever, the Brocades, 
Imbroidery, Gold and Silver-lace, and Ribbon, 


be liable to be over- turned n impure Metal 


1 hope not. 


I hope all Gentlemen into whoſe Hands 


theſe Lines may come, will maturely conſider 
the whole of what is intended for the Good of 


England, and the breaking in of our impla- 


cable Enemies abroad, and our ſelfiſn Enemies 
at home, of whom there is the greater Danger, 
Very lately there was a Meeting of Lacemen / © -z/-,/4, 


and Refiners, and Diſputes ariſing, I told them 


I would ſay nothing, except the Refiners would 
anſwer to two Things I ſhould propoſe to them; 
for all the Refiners were there, and I deſired 
the Lacemen would take Notice. They aſked 
me what the two Things were. | 
The Firſt was, I deſired to know how much 
fine Silver the French Wire held upon the 
 Pound-weight Troy? They anſwered, the 
French Wire held about eleven Ounces, ſeven- 
teen Penny-weight of fine Silver upon the 


Pound Troy. I told them, I aſked for no more 


than eleven en but if they kept up to 
- j © eleven 
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eleven ſeventeen, and added no Copper, it would 
do very well. 

I then aſked them, how much the French 
Silver for their Gold held, upon the Pound 
Weight Troy; they anſwered about eleven 
Ounces, fifteen Penny Weight of fine Silver, 
upon the Pound Troy. I told them I had aſked 
for no more than eleven Ounces, fourteen Penny 
Weight of fine Silver, upon the Pound Troy, 
and gave them the Reaſon for i it; for fine Sil- 
ver would not bear ſo ſtrong a Heat, and ſo 
the Gold would fink into it; and I do aver 1 
could never have underſtood thele Things, was 
I not acquainted with Nature, and a Wire- 
drawer. 

Since which I have had the ban to prove 
theſe Things to the Royal-Socrety, and Leave to 
let the World know they approved of them as 
Facts; and I think all Men may rely upon it, 
when it comes from ſo learned and large a Body 
of Nobles and Gentlemen, who are above im- 


poſing on Mankind, and acquainted with the 
Secrets of Nature, 


A P- 
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To the Right Hen the Lords Commiſſioners 
of His Majeſty's Treaſury. The Humble 
Petition of Jon WALL E Ry Gold and 
Silver Wire- Drawer ; 


SHEWE TH, 
HAT your Petitioner did, for the Im- 
provement in making Gold and Silver- 
lace, by great Labour and Study in Philoſophy 
and Chemiſtry, compleat the Refining of Steel, 
for the making Mills for the Flatting Gold and 
Silver Wire, for the making of Lace; which 
Invention has kept ſome Money in this King- 
dom, that muſt have been ſent into France to 
purchaſe Mills. 

That your Petitioner is the Inventor of the 
refined Steel Razors, which have been vended 
in moſt Parts of Europe with general Satiſ- 
faction; and that your Petitioner hath had the 
Honour to ſerve His Majeſty and ſeveral of the 
Nobility and Gentry with the ſame, who can 
atteſt their Goodneſs; by which Means be is 
become acquainted with the Nature and Quality 
of Metals: And that your Petitioner knowing 


the French to exceed us in the Colour of their 
D 2 Lace, 
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Lace, begs Leave to obſerve to your Honours, 
that this is owing to our Refining of Silver 
with Lead, and not exhaling or driving the 
Lead entirely off, and cleanſing with other 
proper Ingredients, which is the Reaſon why 
the Eng/i/h Silver has that Blueneſs; as alſo, 
that the Gold is corrupted by the mixing of 

Copper in the Leaf, and changes red, which is 
contrary to the Act in One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-one, which expreſly ſays, 
it ſhall be without any Alloy.---That our Re- 
finers adhered to that Act no longer than Three 
Months; and that the Officers not being ſuf- 

ficient Judges of the Nature of the Thing, by 
being unacquainted with the Arts uſed in the 
above pernicious Practices, could not prevent 
the ſame; nor, conſequently, could the Act 
be put in Force agreeable to the common 

Good intended thereby. That your Petitioner 
waited on the Lord Duplin at that Time, 
and three Months after ſhew'd that Noble 
Lord how the Refiners had departed from their 
Duty, contrary to the Act. | 

That your Petitioner humbly begs Leave to 
acquaint your Lordſhips, thats” by the Means 
of theſe Practices the Engliſh Manufacture in 

Lace, Brocades, &', is exccedingly injur'd, and 
will (if not remedied) be entirely ruined, we 
having already loſt great Part of our Foreign 
and Home Trade, which is occaſioned only 
by the Covetouſneſs of Five Refiners, who, by 
the aforeſaid baſe Practices, moſt cruelly op- 
preſs upwards of Eighty Ti houſand "PS and 

Wo to 
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to the great Prejudice likewile of His Majeſty” 8 
Revenue. | 


Wherefore, you Petitioner moſt humbly prays 
our Honours to take this Matter into Con- 
ſideration, moſt humbly hoping for Redreſs. 
| And your Petitioner (as in Duty bound) 
ſhall ever pray, Gc. 


To which Petition the r Lords of 
His Majeſty's Treaſury granted Reference to 
YZ the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, who made ftrict 
Examination into the Affair, and had before 
=Z them one Lace-Man, one Brocade Weaver, Mr. 
Sharp, a Refiner and Maker of Lace, and the 
Petitioner ; and finding the Manufafory of 
Call and Silver Lace for Ages greatly hurt, 
the Honourable Commiſſioners return'd into the 
Treaſury, that it was neceſſary that there ſhould 
bean Afay-Maſter appointed to the making 
of Gold and Silver Wire, as there is to the 
making of Gold and Siler Plate at Gold/miths- 
Hall, and likewiſe in Foreign Nations, for this 
Manufactory, which will be the only Way to 
prevent the Importation of Foreign Gold and 
Silver Lace into this Kingdom, to the Increaſe 
of His Majeſty's Revenue, and Employment of 
le Poor, who are upwards of Fourſcore Thou- 
fund, dependant on this Manufattory. 


This Amendment for the Act we hope will 
| bebro-ught into the Parliament the next Seſſions 


by the Honourable Gentlemen, and all true 


Engl: wy Hearts will ſurely accede to it, 
"Tis 
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Tis now proved we can make Gold and 


| 12 , Silver Lace as well as the French, which has 
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been artfully concealed by our Refiners for Ages; 


and we perſwaded, it was our Air and Wa- 
ter that ſpoiled the Colour of our Lace. 

Our Refiners can ſeparate the Pure from the 
Impure, as well as the French; but when they 
have ſeparated the baſe impure Metal, they again 


commit Copper, not only to the Gold Leaf, 


but alſo to the Silver, contrary to all Nations; 
and this is the only Reaſon of our Lace not 
keeping its Colour. 

Now it our Refiners were obliged to make 


our Silver to hold eleven Ounces, eighteen Pen- 
ny Weight of fine Silyer, upon the Pound 


Troy, as the French are obliged, our Re- 
finers could have no Opportunity of commiting 
Copper to corrupt our Silver again, and the | 
Lace would be no dearer, : 


As to the Silver for gilt Wire, that muſt be 
made harder, that it may bear the Fire, to pre= | 


vent the Gilding of the Gold in flatting; ; for 
fine Silver is too ſoft'f6 bear the Fire, and carry 

a luflicient Heat to the Gold, to prevent its 
Gilding, 

So the French make Silver for their Wire, to 
hold eleven Ounces fourteen Penny Weight 
at leaſt, upon the Pound Troy, and lay on fine 
Leaf Gold, without any Alloy, 

Wherefore we pray, that our Refiners may 
be obliged, by an Amendment of our Act of 
Parliament, to make our Gold and Silver Wire 


of the lame Fineneſs with the French, This 
; will | 


( 
will be the only Way to prevent illicit Trade, 
inlarge the Revenue, retrieve our Credit abroad, 
and keep our Trade at home. 

And we pray it may be fixed according to 
the Report of the Commiſſioners of Exeiſe, to 
the Lords of His Majeſty's Treaſury, with Pe- 
nalties on Refiners, Puniſhment on all Officers, 


for Default of Duty ; but of them with Sub- 


million. 


U 0 d h Ce x 
8 7 he Oath to be taken by the Wardens of the 


Company of the Art and Myſtery of drawing 
and flatting of Gold and Silver Wire, and 
making and ſpinning of Gold and Silver 
Thread and Stuff, in the City of London, 
for the Time being. To which I have been 
Sworn four Times, and am a "uw arden now. 


OU and every of you ſhall ſwear, that 

you will be good and true to our Sove- 
reign Lord the King of this Realm; that you 
will be faithful and true to the Company of the 
Art and Myſtery of drawing and flatting of 
Gold and Silver Wire, and making and ſpin- 
ning of Gold and Silver Thread and Stuff, in 
the City of London, now incorporated ; and 


that you will, as Wardens of the ſaid Company, 


endeavour by yourſelves ſo far as you and 


every of you lawfully may, to obſerve, keep 
and maintain, and juſtly and indifferently to 
cxccute, 


* 
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execute, or cauſe to be executed and obſerved. 
all the good, laudable and lawful Acts, Ordi- 
nances and ( of the faid Company, now 
made, or *: #4 to be made, and lawfully 
ordainffd ; not ſparing or conniving at any Per- 
fon or Perſons of the ſaid Company, either for 
Fear, Favour or Reward, or Hope of Gain, 

during all the Time you ſhall continue in your 


{aid Office. 
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